Victim’s Concerns Committee Electronic Meeting Agenda

10/18/06
(Please share thoughts, ideas, in response to the following by “replying to all” in the original email.)   
1. Introductions—any developments/changes in our ballparks?

(When you have a moment, let us know how you’re doing and what’s happening in relation to victims in your department and circuit.) 
2. Training Report – Future Recommendations?  
a. Communications: What Crime Victims Need and Deserve  -  Dan and Gary have developed a PowerPoint presentation that they’ll offer to present as a refresher at the spring conference.

b. VOC’s: The Nuts and Bolts - Dan would be willing to work with a partner to put on a descriptive/experiential workshop from the perspective of the conferencing approach they’ve been using.

c. Empathy Development in Working with Offenders - Gary and Dan have developed a PowerPoint presentation that they’ll offer to present at either the spring or next fall’s conference.

3. Status of Victim Concerns Reminder to CMO’s   

Chuck has retired and he and Gary have not collaborated, yet on the letter to CMO’s.  Would anyone be interested in working with Gary on a letter to be sent out on behalf of our committee, reminding CMO’s of the outcome of the first survey, perhaps introducing a follow-up effort to see what may have changed?
4. Status of Victim Services/Program Resource Directory - Dan
We will need to update this within the next year.  This will mean getting approval for the mailing from IPCSA. I have found the Directory useful when looking for info on victims services for transfer cases.

5. Legislative Issues

a.   Victim Services Fund – Has anything developed in your circuit from this statutory authorization? 

730 ILCS 5/5-6-3 (i)  (Public Act 093-097)     

. . . . A circuit court may not impose a probation fee under this subsection (i) in excess of $25 per month unless: (1) the circuit court has adopted, by administrative order issued by the chief judge, a standard probation fee guide determining an offender's ability to pay, under guidelines developed by the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts; and (2) the circuit court has authorized, by administrative order issued by the chief judge, the creation of a Crime Victim's Services Fund, to be administered by the Chief Judge or his or her designee, for services to crime victims and their families. Of the amount collected as a probation fee, up to $5 of that fee collected per month may be used to provide services to crime victims and their families. 

This amendatory Act of the 93rd General Assembly deletes the $10 increase in the fee under this subsection that was imposed by Public Act 93-616. This deletion is intended to control over any other Act of the 93rd General Assembly that retains or incorporates that fee increase. 
b.   Restorative Conferencing – A statutory amendment has been recommended to the Legislative Committee.  Whether or not they have reviewed it and come to any decisions or have any questions, we don’t know.  The intent was to authorize a conferencing station adjustment alternative in the community, more in line with restorative principles.  It may be that Police Chiefs rather than the State’s Attorney would be better authorized to create the mechanism for this kind of approach. 
c.  Potential VOCA Fund Reduction – According to Anne Seymour, “We are safe for this year, but unable to do "lockbox" legislation.  SO we'll likely be fighting the good fight, yet again, in 07!  Get your battle gear on!”
6. What’s happening in the Illinois BARJ Initiative  
The initiative has received a McArthur grant and Sally Wolf has been hired as the director, with headquarters in Paxton.  A number of members of the advisory group involved in helping implement BARJ principles and practices is sharing state-wide developments at an international conference in Pennsylvania on 10/19, focused on the development of restorative communities.
7. Other
a. This is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month -  from Anne Seymour:

Family Violence: Legislative Updates.  Provide a state-by-state guide to domestic and family violence legislation passed in 1995 through 2005 sessions. Legislators, judges, attorneys, domestic violence coalitions, and others interested in state domestic and family violence legislation will find these publications useful and informative as a guide to what legislative changes were made to address domestic violence in legislation across the county.  The fantastic 2005 "Family Violence Legislative Update" can be accessed electronically at:  http://www.ncjfcj.org/images/stories/dept/fvd/pdf/legislative_update_05.pdf.
 


A Guide for Effective Issuance & Enforcement of Protection Orders (2005).  This publication, also known as the Burgundy Book, was developed to give communities and professionals precise tools and strategies they can implement to broaden the effectiveness of protection orders, both from a practical standpoint and from a philosophical perspective.  The Burgundy Book is divided into chapters focusing on Advocates, Civil Attorneys, Courts and Judiciary, Law Enforcement and Prosecutors.  It also contains a section on Data Systems and State Registries, as well as a Resources section where professionals can obtain direct assistance.
b.    Are you aware of this statutory responsibility of each Department of Probation?  Are you aware of your department’s plan?

730 ILCS 110/15(6)(d)

The Department shall in its annual plan indicate the manner in which it will support the rights of crime victims and in which manner it will implement Article I, Section 8.1 of the Illinois Constitution and in what manner it will coordinate crime victims’ support services with other criminal justice agencies within its jurisdiction, including but not limited to, the State’s Attorney, the Sheriff and any municipal police department.


8.   Next meeting on _1/25/07__,  Location is _Bloomington_______, Time is _10 a.m._______.

I picked a Thursday, in case we want to try to meet in person.  What do you think?








